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Vowel	Sounds	

Part	of	Speech:	Prepositions	

Vowel	Sounds:		

iː	 see	 /siː/	

i	 happy	 /ˈhæpi/	

ɪ	 sit	 /sɪt/	

e	 ten	 /ten/	

æ	 cat	 /kæt/	

ɑː	 father	 /ˈfɑːðə(r)/	

ɒ	 got	 /ɡɒt/	(British	English)	

ɔː	 saw	 /sɔː/	

ʊ	 put	 /pʊt/	

u	 actual	 /ˈæktʃuəl/	

uː	 too	 /tuː/	

ʌ	 cup	 /kʌp/	

There	are	twelve	pure	vowels	and	eight	diphthongs.	Pure	vowels	are	either	short	
or	long.	Here	are	some	examples;	add	more	of	your	own.	

Short	Vowels	

/i/	–	boxing,	ring,	whistle	

/e/	–	net,	medal,	rest	

/æ/	–	fans,	handball,	athletics,	match	

/ɑ/	–	hockey,	volleyball	

/∧/	–	umpire,	luck	



/ʊ/	–	football,	push,	put	

/ə/	–	better,	tournament,	loser	

Long	Vowels	

/i:/	–	team,	arena,	referee	

/ɑ:/	–	pass,	basketball,	sparring,	partner	

/ͻ:/	–	ball,	court,	draw	

/u:/	–	boot,	lose,	shoes	

/ɜ:/	–	hurt,	reserve	

The	symbols	between	the	lines//	represent	sounds.	These	symbols	are	called	
phonetic	symbols.	

		

Sounds	 Letters	 Examples	 Notes	

	

e,	eeeaie,	
ei	

be,	eve,	see,	meet,	sleep,meal,	read,	
leave,	sea,	team,field,	believe,	receive	

been	;bread,	deaf	
[e];great,	break	[ei];	

friend	[e]	

	
iy	

it,	kiss,	tip,	pick,	dinner,system,	busy,	
pity,	sunny	

machine,	ski,liter,	
pizza	

[e]	 eea	
let,	tell,	press,	send,	end,bread,	dead,	
weather,	leather	

meter	sea,	mean	

[ei]	

aai,	ayei,	
ey	

ea	

late,	make,	race,	able,	stable,aim,	
wait,	play,	say,	day,eight,	weight,	they,	
hey,	

break,	great,	steak	

said,	says	[e];height,	
eye	[ai]	

[æ]	 a	
cat,	apple,	land,	travel,	mad;AmE:	last,	
class,	dance,	castle,	half	

		

[a:]	 ara	 army,	car,	party,	garden,	park,father,	 war,	warm	[o:]	



calm,	palm,	drama;BrE:	last,	class,	
dance,	castle,	half	

[ai]	 i,	iey,	uy	
ice,	find,	smile,	tie,	lie,	die,my,	style,	
apply,	buy,	guy	

		

[au]	 ouow	
out,	about,	house,	mouse,now,	
brown,	cow,	owl,	powder	

group,	soup	know,	
own	[ou]	

[o]	 o	 not,	rock,	model,	bottle,	copy	 		

[o:]	

oroaw,	au	

ought	

al,	wa-	

more,	order,	cord,	port,long,	gone,	
cost,	coffee,law,	saw,	pause,	because,	

bought,	thought,	caught,	

hall,	always,	water,	war,	want	

work,	word	[ər]	

		

[oi]	 oi,	oy	 oil,	voice,	noise,	boy,	toy	 		

[ou]	 ooa,	ow	
go,	note,	open,	old,	most,road,	boat,	
low,	own,	bowl	

do,	move	how,	owl	
[au]	

[yu:]	
ueweu	

ue,	ui	

use,	duty,	music,	cute,	huge,	tune,few,	
dew,	mew,	new,euphemism,	feud,	
neutral,	

hue,	cue,	due,	sue,	suit	

		

	

uo,	ooew	

ue,	ui	

ou	

		

rude,	Lucy,	June,do,	move,	room,	
tool,crew,	chew,	flew,	jewel,	

blue,	true,	fruit,	juice,	

group,	through,	route;	

AmE:	duty,	new,	sue,	student	

guide,	quite	[ai];	

build	

	
oouou	

look,	book,	foot,	good,put,	push,	pull,	
full,	sugar,would,	could,	should	

		

neutral	 u,	ooua,	e	 gun,	cut,	son,	money,	love,tough,	
enough,	rough,about,	brutal,	taken,	

Also:stressed,	



sound	[ə]	o,	i	 violent,	

memory,	reason,	family	

[ʌ];unstressed,	[ə].	

[ər]	
er,	ur,	
iror,	arear	

serve,	herb,	burn,	hurt,	girl,	sir,work,	
word,	doctor,	dollar,heard,	earn,	
earnest,	earth	

heart,	hearth	[a:]	

		

Part	of	Speech:	Prepositions	

Prepositions	

A	preposition	describes	a	relationship	between	other	words	in	a	sentence.	In	
itself,	a	word	like	“in”	or	“after”	is	rather	meaningless	and	hard	to	define	in	mere	
words.	For	instance,	when	you	do	try	to	define	a	preposition	like	“in”	or	
“between”	or	“on”,	you	invariably	use	your	hands	to	show	how	something	is	
situated	in	relationship	to	something	else.	Prepositions	are	nearly	always	
combined	with	other	words	in	structures	called	prepositional	phrases.	
Prepositional	phrases	can	be	made	up	of	a	million	different	words,	but	they	tend	
to	be	built	the	same:	a	preposition	followed	by	a	determiner	and	an	adjective	or	
two,	followed	by	a	pronoun	or	noun	(called	the	object	of	the	preposition).	This	
whole	phrase,	in	turn,	takes	on	a	modifying	role,	acting	as	an	adjective	or	
an	adverb,	locating	something	in	time	and	space,	modifying	a	noun,	or	telling	
when	or	where	or	under	what	conditions	something	happened.	

Consider	the	professor’s	desk	and	all	the	prepositional	phrases	we	can	use	while	
talking	about	it.	

You	can	sit	before	the	desk	(or	in	front	of	the	desk).	The	professor	can	sit	on	the	
desk	(when	he’s	being	informal)	or	behind	the	desk,	and	then	his	feet	
are	under	the	desk	or	beneath	the	desk.	He	can	stand	beside	the	desk	
(meaning	next	to	the	desk),	before	the	desk,	between	the	desk	and	you,	or	
even	on	the	desk	(if	he’s	really	strange).	If	he’s	clumsy,	he	can	bump	into	the	desk	
or	try	to	walk	through	the	desk	(and	stuff	would	fall	off	the	desk).	Passing	his	
hands	over	the	desk	or	resting	his	elbows	upon	the	desk,	he	often	
looks	across	the	desk	and	speaks	of	the	desk	or	concerning	the	desk	as	if	there	
were	nothing	else	like	the	desk.	Because	he	thinks	of	nothing	except	the	desk,	



sometimes	you	wonder	about	the	desk,	what’s	in	the	desk,	what	he	paid	for	the	
desk,	and	if	he	could	live	without	the	desk.	You	can	walk	toward	the	desk,	to	the	
desk,	around	the	desk,	by	the	desk,	and	even	past	the	desk	while	he	sits	at	the	
desk	or	leans	against	the	desk.	

All	of	this	happens,	of	course,	in	time:	during	the	class,	before	the	class,	until	the	
class,	throughout	the	class,	after	the	class,	etc.	And	the	professor	can	sit	there	in	
a	bad	mood	[another	adverbial	construction].	

Those	words	in	bold	blue	font	are	all	prepositions.	Some	prepositions	do	other	
things	besides	locate	in	space	or	time	—	“My	brother	is	like	my	father.”	“Everyone	
in	the	class	except	me	got	the	answer.”	—	but	nearly	all	of	them	modify	in	one	
way	or	another.	It	is	possible	for	a	preposition	phrase	to	act	as	a	noun	—	“During	
a	church	service	is	not	a	good	time	to	discuss	picnic	plans”	or	“In	the	South	
Pacific	is	where	I	long	to	be”	—	but	this	is	seldom	appropriate	in	formal	or	
academic	writing.	

Prepositions	of	Time:	at,	on,	and	in	

1. We	use	at	to	designate	specific	times.	
The	train	is	due	at	12:15	p.m.	

2. We	use	on	to	designate	days	and	dates.	
My	brother	is	coming	on	Monday.	
We’re	having	a	party	on	the	Fourth	of	July.	

3. We	use	in	for	nonspecific	times	during	a	day,	a	month,	a	season,	or	a	year.	
She	likes	to	jog	in	the	morning.	
It’s	too	cold	in	winter	to	run	outside.	
He	started	the	job	in	1971.	
He’s	going	to	quit	in	August.	

Prepositions	of	Place:	at,	on,	and	in	

1. We	use	at	for	specific	addresses.	
Grammar	English	lives	at	55	Boretz	Road	in	Durham.	

2. We	use	on	to	designate	names	of	streets,	avenues,	etc.	
Her	house	is	on	Boretz	Road.	



3. And	we	use	in	for	the	names	of	land-areas	(towns,	counties,	states,	
countries,	and	continents).	
She	lives	in	Durham.	
Durham	is	in	Windham	County.	
Windham	County	is	in	Connecticut.	

Prepositions	of	Location:	in,	at,	and	on	and	No	Preposition	

IN	
(the)	bed*	
the	bedroom	
the	car	
(the)	class*	
the	library*	
school*	

AT	
class*	
home	
the	library*	
the	office	
school*	
work	

ON	
the	bed*	
the	ceiling	
the	floor	
the	horse	
the	plane	
the	train	

NO	PREPOSITION	
downstairs	
downtown	
inside	
outside	
upstairs	
uptown	

*	You	may	sometimes	use	different	prepositions	for	these	locations.	

Prepositions	of	Movement:	to	and	No	Preposition	

1. We	use	to	in	order	to	express	movement	toward	a	place.	
They	were	driving	to	work	together.	
She’s	going	to	the	dentist’s	office	this	morning.	

2. Toward	and	towards	are	also	helpful	prepositions	to	express	movement.	
These	are	simply	variant	spellings	of	the	same	word;	use	whichever	sounds	
better	to	you.	
We’re	moving	toward	the	light.	
This	is	a	big	step	towards	the	project’s	completion.	

3. With	the	words	home,	downtown,	uptown,	inside,	outside,	downstairs,	
upstairs,	we	use	no	preposition.	
Grandma	went	upstairs	
Grandpa	went	home.	
They	both	went	outside.	

Prepositions	of	Time:	for	and	since	



1. We	use	for	when	we	measure	time	(seconds,	minutes,	hours,	days,	months,	
years).	
He	held	his	breath	for	seven	minutes.	
She’s	lived	there	for	seven	years.	
The	British	and	Irish	have	been	quarreling	for	seven	centuries.	

2. We	use	since	with	a	specific	date	or	time.	
He’s	worked	here	since	1970.	
She’s	been	sitting	in	the	waiting	room	since	two-thirty.	

Prepositions	with	Nouns,	Adjectives,	and	Verbs.	

Prepositions	are	sometimes	so	firmly	wedded	to	other	words	that	they	have	
practically	become	one	word.	(In	fact,	in	other	languages,	such	as	German,	they	
would	have	become	one	word.)	This	occurs	in	three	categories:	nouns,	adjectives,	
and	verbs.	

NOUNS	and	PREPOSITIONS	

approval	of	
awareness	of	
belief	in	
concern	for	
confusion	about	
desire	for	

fondness	for	
grasp	of	
hatred	of	
hope	for	
interest	in	
love	of	

need	for	
participation	in	
reason	for	
respect	for	
success	in	
understanding	of	

ADJECTIVES	and	PREPOSITIONS	

afraid	of	
angry	at	
aware	of	
capable	of	
careless	about	
familiar	with	

fond	of	
happy	about	
interested	in	
jealous	of	
made	of	
married	to	

proud	of	
similar	to	
sorry	for	
sure	of	
tired	of	
worried	about	

VERBS	and	PREPOSITIONS	

apologize	for	
ask	about	

give	up	
grow	up	

prepare	for	
study	for	



ask	for	
belong	to	
bring	up	
care	for	
find	out	

look	for	
look	forward	to	
look	up	
make	up	
pay	for	

talk	about	
think	about	
trust	in	
work	for	
worry	about	

A	combination	of	verb	and	preposition	is	called	a	phrasal	verb.	The	word	that	is	
joined	to	the	verb	is	then	called	a	particle.	Please	refer	to	the	brief	section	we	
have	prepared	on	phrasal	verbs	for	an	explanation.	

Idiomatic	Expressions	with	Prepositions	

• agree	to	a	proposal,	with	a	person,	on	a	price,	in	principle	

• argue	about	a	matter,	with	a	person,	for	or	against	a	proposition	

• compare	to	to	show	likenesses,	with	to	show	differences	(sometimes	
similarities)	

• correspond	to	a	thing,	with	a	person	

• differ	from	an	unlike	thing,	with	a	person	

• live	at	an	address,	in	a	house	or	city,	on	a	street,	with	other	people	

Unnecessary	Prepositions	

In	everyday	speech,	we	fall	into	some	bad	habits,	using	prepositions	where	they	
are	not	necessary.	It	would	be	a	good	idea	to	eliminate	these	words	altogether,	
but	we	must	be	especially	careful	not	to	use	them	in	formal,	academic	prose.	

• She	met	up	with	the	new	coach	in	the	hallway.	

• The	book	fell	off	of	the	desk.	

• He	threw	the	book	out	of	the	window.	

• She	wouldn’t	let	the	cat	inside	of	the	house.	[or	use	“in”]	

• Where	did	they	go	to?	

• Put	the	lamp	in	back	of	the	couch.	[use	“behind”	instead]	

• Where	is	your	college	at?	



Prepositions	in	Parallel	Form	

When	two	words	or	phrases	are	used	in	parallel	and	require	the	same	preposition	
to	be	idiomatically	correct,	the	preposition	does	not	have	to	be	used	twice.	

• You	can	wear	that	outfit	in	summer	and	in	winter.	

• The	female	was	both	attracted	by	and	distracted	by	the	male’s	dance.	

However,	when	the	idiomatic	use	of	phrases	calls	for	different	prepositions,	we	
must	be	careful	not	to	omit	one	of	them.	

• The	children	were	interested	in	and	disgusted	by	the	movie.	

• It	was	clear	that	this	player	could	both	contribute	to	and	learn	from	every	
game	he	played.	

• He	was	fascinated	by	and	enamored	of	this	beguiling	woman	

	


